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Corporate Crime Focus of New Student Group 
Andrea Sammarco, Managing editor 
Corporate criminals may find themselves 
in the rare and unenviable position ofhaving 
to watch their collective "posteriors" if a 
small but growing number of UB Law Stu­
dents have their way. Joseph Belluck, an­
enterprising first year law student, has found 
time amid the rush of classes and academic 
responsibilities to establish what he charac­
terizes as a "badly needed organization" 
here at UB Law. The new group is known as 
"Law Students For Corporate Accountabil­
ity." This student organization, will be 
dedicated to fighting corporate crime and 
com~atting the influence that corporations 
are exerting over our nation's legal system 
and legal education. 
Although it has yet to be approved for 
S.B.A. funding, this fledgling group has 
already attracted the attention of a number 
of UB law students. Many interested indi­
viduals recognize the need for lawyers to 
combat the increased use by corporations of 
subversive tactics, whether to insulate their 
products from damaging publicity or dis­
courage citizens from speaking out on cor­
porate misbehavior. 
Such tactics are as creative as they are 
numerous. One example is the use of 
SLAPPs (Strategic Lawsuits Against Private 
Persons), filed by corporations to intimidate 
public interests groups. The amount of 
money and time required to respond to a 
S LAPP-is so great that any v-ictory the interest 
group or individual may eventually acheive 
is often pyrrhic. Another tactic involves the 
introduction of "product disparagement" 
bills into state legislatures, oneofwhich was 
recently made into law in Louisiana. The 
law in Louisiana specifically vests in 
aquacultural or agricultural companies the 
ability to bring suit against anyone whom 
they consider to have defamed their product, 
without possessing the proper scientific in­
formation required to back up the claim. 
Bytheendofthe "80's, Wal/Street was no 
longer a safe haven for white collar criminals 
Although this cause of action already exists 
atcommon law, the Louisiana law places on 
the interest group or individual the affir­
mative burden of proving that the claim is 
scientifically plausible, rather than having 
the manufacturer demonstrate that the claim 
is false. For example, during the ALAR 
scare, individuals responsible for claiming 
that ALAR was toxic to humans would have 
to present to a court that the scientific evi­
dence which they relied on was more com­
pelling than competing claims. 
Law Students For Corporate Account­
ability" was the brainchild ofJoseph Belluck, 
who has spent the past 3 years working in 
Washington, DC for Ralph Nader's Center 
for the Study of Responsive Law, a corpo­
rate and government accountability watch­
dog organization. Belluck hopes to transfer 
some of the ideas and strategies he learned 
during those years to the group, and to 
mobilize the potential power of the law 
school and its students in the process. 
Belluck's introductory flyer states that 
"There is a dangerous lack ofattention being 
paid to the efforts ofcorporations to insulate 
themselves from legal action and to create 
legal mechanisms to prevent citizens from 
holding corporations accountable for busi­
ness crimes. As part of this effort, corpora­
tions are attempting to strip away the ability 
of citizens to exercise their fundamental 
constitutional rights." 
One way of doing this is to inform the 
students of the sympathies of the firms they 
intend to work for. "People know who their 
prospective employers are, but they don't 
know when they represent corporate crimi­
nals," says Belluck. He feels that law 
students have a right to know those sympa­
thies before they are in the position of hav­
ing a dilemma of conscience once already 
on the payroll of a specific law firm. 
Another reason-for the group's existence 
will be to push for a new course offering, 
which will focus primarily on the phenom-
SBA to Get a New Lease On Life 
by Brian P. Madrazo 
From the Desk of the President 
To those students who missed the Orienta­
tion issue of the Opinion I and the SBA 
would like to Welcome you back and wish 
you luck in all your endeavors during the 
coming year. It has now been approxi­
mately three weeks since we returned and 
much has been happening. Here is an update 
on where we were, where we are and where 
we are going. 
WHERE WE WERE: 
In May two decisions were made that will 
affect students dramatically during the 
coming year. Through the efforts of Dean 
Cook and the SBA the fourth floor lounge is 
being converted into a MAC lab complete 
with fifteen MACs, draft printers and two 
laser printers. This room will be open in 
September and, best ofall, it will be restricted 
to law students and, but for the dime per 
copy for laser printing, will be free. 
In conjunction with the transformation of 
the fourth floorlounge intoa MAC lab Dean 
Cook and the SBA are refurbishing the first 
floor lounge. Painting has been completed 
and a new carpet is scheduled to be installed 
in September. For your information the 
painters told me that, in their opinion the 
room had not been painted since the original 
coat of paint had been put on in 1974 when 
the building was built, a somewhat discour­
aging piece of information. 
The decision has been made to designate 
the first floor lounge a common area and 
therefore, in accordance with New York 
Law which mandates that all common areas 
be smoke free, will be smoke free. Hiding 
behind the law aside the decision is also one 
of practicality. We have only one lounge, 
we have just made a sizable investment in it 
and the lounge should be accessible !_O all 
students. 
If it was designated a smoking lounge then 
th~ potential for damage to the lounge from 
smoke and cigarette burns(and if you don't 
believe me wander in and look at the burn 
marks on the floor) combined with the fact 
that many students would not be able to use 
the lounge makes useless the investment. 
SBA and Dean Cook are currently working 
on an alternative smoking area. Honestly, I 
am not overly optimistic but the effort will 
still be made. To that end I would very much 
appreciate suggestions from students. 
Secondly ,the formal decision to scrap the 
TA's for Research and Writing was made. 
They will be replaced by Professors who 
will teach a Research and Writing course in 
the spring semester in lieu of one seminar. 
Therefore, approximately ten seminars will 
not be taught this year, a loss of about 180 
class seats, thus mandating the reduced 
In This Issue: 
seminar requirement for second and third 
years. 
Potentially this new Research and Writing 
program could bevery successful. But there 
are a tremendous amount of ifs.. .If profes­
sors volunteer to teach (as of August 27, 
199 I not one has) .. .lf the professors are 
willing to put in the numberofhours needed 
to teach R & W (mull that one over on your 
own..)If solid requirements are drawn up 
and communicated to the students (as of 
August 27, 1991 no requirements have been 
drawn) and so on. 
Rather than play a wait and see attitude the 
SBA is creating a committee on R & W 
which will be announced on Monday 9/16. 
Its mission is to monitor this program and 
make suggestions, proposals and provide 
direct student input in to the decision mak­
ing process regarding R & W. In this age of 
the annual budgetcrisis how the administra­
tion, faculty and students react to this situa­
tion is, I believe, a defining moment for UB 
Law. It is likely that crisis' such as the one 
over R & W will occur again in the future 
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enon ofcorporate crime, in order to prepare 
lawyers to recognize and combat it. Belluck 
hopes to obtain somebacking from individua' 
faculty members for this project, ifnotfrom 
the assembled faculty of the law school. 
Only a few other law schools have established 
such courses, but already a textbook on 
business crime, as well as three or four 
works, have been made available to pro­
fessors interested in teaching such a course. 
Belluck feels that UB 's reputation as a 
progressive law school makes it fertile 
ground for this course. His attitude may be 
representative of more than a few UB stu­
dents, who have noticed a disturbing trend 
in the content and style ofthe more traditional 
law school courses, such as torts or products 
liability. Some have questioned, for example, 
the use of a textbook in torts which is co­
authored by an individual famous for his 
virulence in pushing for tort reform in the 
U.S, Bellucklikeneditto, "Using a textbook 
written by Randall Terry in a class about the 
abortion debate." 
For those students interested in learning 
more about Law Students For Corporate 
Accountability an introductory meeting will 
be held on Monday, September 16, at 5:00 
pm in the first floor lounge. More information 
may also be obtained by contacting Joseph 
Belluck at Box# 616. 
LALSA 
Announces 
Spanish Lessons 
for Law Students 
The Bilingual-Education Commiuee 
of the Latin-American Law Students­
Association (LALSA) is offering this 
year a unique and innovative program: 
Spanish for Lawyers. The vast number 
of Spanish-speaking immigrants in the 
U.S. has increased the need for Bilingual 
legal services. Spanish for Lawyers, by 
teaching Spanish "legalese" to non-Span­
ish speaking members of the legal com­
munity seeks to ultimately improve the 
quality of legal services to Hispanics. 
Learning Legal Spanish will also im­
prove your marketability as a lawyer in 
many parts of the country. 
The program will run 8 weeks, from 
mid-September to mid-November, and 
will conclude for the fall semester be­
fore Thanksgiving. Several time-slots 
will be available for the informal, stu­
dent-taught, I hour weekly lesson. The 
focus will be on conversations that may 
arise in a legal context, including regular 
and legal vocabulary and the major verb 
conjugations. No know ledge ofSpanish 
is required, but some high school or 
college Spanish should be very helpful. 
No homework will be assigned. In addi­
tion, an optional coffee hour will be held 
for all groups, once a week, so that 
students can interact with instructors on 
a more personal, one-to-one bao;is, and 
ask more specific questions or just prac­
tice what they have learned. 
For more information stop ~y the 
LALSA Office, or leave a note in box 
248. 
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SBA Class Director Candidacy Statements 
SARAH E. SWARTZMEYER 
IL CLASS DIRECTOR 
Hi! Let me introduce myself, my name is 
Sarah Swartzmeyer. I'm a twenty-two year 
old graduate of SUNY Stony Brook and a 
native Buffalonian. Before I get into ex­
plaining to you all the reasons why I feel you 
should cast your vote for me, let me first 
thank you for taking some of your extra 
time, of which I know we all seem to have 
very little of lately, to consider me as your 
candidate for First Year Class Director. 
Trying to figure out how to brief cases, 
meeting new people, reading all our lengthy 
assignments, finding our way around cam­
pus, and listening to some seemingly dry 
professors are just a few of the initial chal­
lenges which have been placed before us as 
first year law students at UB. Luckily, we're 
all in this together and with a little help from 
our new friends, and maybe some extra 
strong coffee, I'm confident that our spirit 
and support will pull us all through suc­
cessfully. 
In case you did not already know, the 
SARAH E. SW ARTZMEYER 
positions of First Year Class Dfrectors are 
quite demanding. They call upon only six 
people to accurately represent the opinions, 
voices, interests, and beliefs of hundreds of 
individuals. In spite ofmany of the inherent 
impossibilities which a system like this may 
normally present, I know that I possess the 
necessary qualities, experiences and quali­
fications to represent each of you success­
fully. I'm outgoing, intelligent, and imagi­
native. I've had much experience in lead­
ership roles throughout college, I've been a 
representative in numerous student organi­
zations, and I've been involved in many 
different types of clubs for as long as I can 
remember. I also happen to live close by, in 
Amherst, which affords me the unique op­
portunity ofbeing available to help out at all 
times. (Including vacations, breaks and 
weekends!) In addition, I feel that I possess 
a rare understanding of the make-up of our 
class as a whole. I see that, not only are we 
hard working, dedicated, serious individu­
~ but, we are also a fun, social, enjoyable 
filQ!!l!aS well. I'm confident in the fact that, 
as your First Year Class Director, I will be 
able to draw upon all of these meaningful 
personal resources in order to demonstrate 
to you my true assets as your elected rep­
resentative to the SBA. 
In conclusion, let me just say that, above 
all else, I am dedicated to the job. I do not 
want to be a passive recipient of the various 
decisions SBA makes about Financial, So­
cial, or Academic matters and I hope that 
you don't either. So please, vote for me, 
Sarah Swartzmeyer, and let me be your 
~ voice in the SBA. Thank you and 
good luck to everyone! 
CHARLESJ.GREENBERG 
IL Class Director 
I would like to announce my candidacy for 
the position ofStudent Bar Association Class 
Director. I feel that my experience as an 
undergraduate here at the University [of 
CHARLES J. GREENBERG 
Buffalo] has prepared me for this position. 
Moreover, I have several goals which I 
would like to accomplish shoulc I become a 
class director. 
As an undergraduate, I served for two 
years as a member of the Undergraduate 
Student Assembly." During my tenure, I 
helped promulgate several important pieces 
of legislation, including a bill that condemn 
biased related crimes. My executive expe­
rience including serving as a secretary for 
the Jewish Student Union from 1988 to 1989 
an din the same capacity for the Israel Stu­
dent Organization from 1990to 1991. Asan 
ISO officer, I had to organize several events, 
including lectures, an Israeli cultural fair, 
and correspondence with various publica­
tions, including the undergraduate newspa­
per, The Spectrum. 
I feel that these positions have prepared 
me for Class Director in two ways. First, 
because of this work, I understand how to 
get things done, especially in · the area of 
organizing events!. Second, and perhaps 
more importantly, I believe that these 
achievements have made me more sensitive 
. to the ideas and issues that are important to 
others. for example, the Student Assembly 
is a very diverse body of people, represent­
ing essentially everybody. From working in 
such a body, I feel that I have learned to see 
the merits in everyone's arguments and to 
negotiate compromises that would satisfy 
those involved. Moreover, from working 
with the ISO, essentially the same can be 
said. Even though the interests of an inter­
national club are obviously more narrow 
than a general assembly, there were still 
competin~ interests and ourlooks, which 
made it necessary to understand as many 
points of view as possible. 
With this in mind, there are several things 
I would want to accomplish asan SBAClass 
Director. First, I would want to insure that 
everyone has a voice in SBA. I feel very 
. strongly that no one should be excluded for 
any reason of personality, particularly on 
the basis of race, religion, ethnic origins, 
lifestyleorideological position!. SBA should 
be as open and impartial as is possible. 
Second, in order to facilitate good commu­
nications and relations, I would meet fre­
quently with the presidents of current SBA 
recognized boards to determine what issues 
concern them in relation to SBA. Third, I 
would keep regularly scheduled office hours 
so that any law student who has an issue with 
SBA can discuss it with me. 
One specific goal that I have is to create a 
society dedicated to studying Euorpean and 
Soviet Law. I feel that, with the events in the 
Soviet Union occurring as they are, that 
legal knowledge of this country will be 
necessary for anyone considering interna­
tional law. 
Overall, I feel I am capable to be a good 
SBA Class Director. My experience in 
similar areas has prepared me well for the 
challenge ofworking with SBA. Moreover, 
I feel that I have several worthy goals that I 
would like to accomplish in my tenure as 
SBA Class Director. 
EILEEN GROARK 
IL CLASS DIRECTOR 
My name is Eileen Oroark, and I am 
currently running for the Student Bar Asso­
ciation office ofFirst Year Class Director. I 
recently graduated from SUNY Albany, with 
a B.A. in political science. I am extremely 
enthusiastic about starting law school at 
UB, and I would greatly appreciate the op­
portunity to use my enthusiasm as a class 
director of the SBA. 
Ell.LEEN OROARK 
My main concern as a director would be 
with insuring that the wants and needs of the 
first year class are communicated to the 
SBA. I wish to serve as a representative in 
the true sense of the word, by basing all of 
my votes and actions as a director on feed­
back received from the first year class. 
I have some experience in working with 
student government. As a sophomore in 
college I served as a member of the Aca­
demic Affairs Board of the Student Asso­
ciation. This board met in an effort to 
convey the position of the student body to 
the faculty and administration, concerning 
various academic issues and policies. The 
board also allocated fundes to advance 
academic activities on campus. Ialso served 
on the Board of Evaluations for Existing 
Organizations, which served to evaluate in­
appropriate actions taken by the organiza­
tions which were receiving Student Asso­
ciation funding . 
I recognize that I have a great deal to learn 
about this law school and about the SBA. If 
the first year class chooses to place me in 
this position, I will devote my efforts to 
learning how I can best serve the class. 
Thank you for your attention to this state­
ment, and I would greatly appreciate your 
vote . 
BRIDGET CULLEN 
IL - CLASS DIRECTOR 
Hi! I'm Bridget Cullen and I graduated 
from SUNY Buffalo this past spring. I'm 
familiar with SUNY policies and proce­
dures, which I feel will be useful if I am 
elected as an SBA Director. 
I'm enthusiastic about the prospect of 
serving you as an SBA Director. I intend to 
do just that- serve you. I will do my best 
to make certain that the wants and needs of 
the first year class are communicated to the 
SBA. 
I'm excited to be a memberofthe 1st year 
class (section 3 - yeah!), and I'll do what I 
can to make this both a fun and productive 
year for the SBA! Thanks! 
KEVIN P. COLLINS 
IL - CLASS DIRECTOR 
I believe that I am qualified for three 
reasons. Firstofall, and quite simply, I have 
a sincere, genuine interest in the interactions 
between the students and the school and its 
administration. I, like any other student 
(and correctly so), want to get my full 
money's worth out of both my tuition and 
Student Activities fee. I shall work to the 
best of my abilities to ensure that we, as 
students, do get our just and fair value for 
our money. 
Secondly, I went to a City University of 
New York (CUNY) college. I attended 
college full time and worked full time ( over 
forty hours per week). While this did not 
afford me the time to join extra-curricular 
activities (in fact, it gave me very little orno 
KEVIN P. COLLI'.\S 
free time), it did put me " in touch'' wil.h I.h e 
special intere -rs and concerns of v. orkin !,! 
students, part time students, .rnd I.hose stu ­
dents , like myself, who took cour:--c~ in the 
evening. They (we) pay I.he same tu 1u,1n 
and fees and , accordingly , arc enut k J tll 
the same benefits. I, again , shall work to th.: 
best of my ability to see I.hat thi s is ·o. 
Finally, a work related experience gives 
me the impetus to run for class director. I 
worked as a doorman during my college 
years to pay my tuition and to support 
myself. Here, I was elected by my co­
workers to be their shop steward, or the 
representative for them to the union to which 
we belonged. A number of issues arose in 
which Ihad to represent one, ifnot all, of the 
employess to management and/or the union. 
One particular issue stands out. Manage­
ment tried to take away vacation benefits 
guaranteed by our contract through a nego­
tiated labor bargaining agreement. I filed a 
petition for the employees to my union and 
the National Labor Rrlations Board and I 
also filed a grievance against management. 
After a while, convinced ofour seriousness 
and faced with the reality of arbitration, 
managemen I restored our vacation benefits. 
This example poinL,; out that no matter what 
the specific issue or question may be for us, 
as first year law studenLs, be ii concerns 
over the research and writing course, Iihrary 
hours, tuition payment, rcsoun:eallocation, 
or anything else, I shall do the hest of my 
abilities to ensure that we all recceive I.hat to 
which we arc l'ntitkd (amt maybe a little hit 
more). Best w1shl'S 10 all law student,; and 
I thank you. 
More Candidate Statmcnts 
on page 6 >>>>> 
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Editorial 
When President Harry S Truman was asked what his biggest mistake was he 
recalled his appointment ofThomas Clark to the United States Supreme Court. It is 
enlightening that Mr. Truman, a man many believe singlehandedly unleashed the cold 
war and the nuclear arms race upon the unsuspecting world in a flash of brillant 
radiation that killed enough people to be measured by scientific notation, felt the 
nomination of a Supreme Court Justice was his greatest mistake. 
In the past few years we've seen more Supreme Court Justices nominated than the 
time when George Washington had his wooden teeth in a cup on his night table. 
Within the past decade Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, Justice Antonin Scalia, Justice 
Anthony Kennedy and Justice David Souter have all been placed on the bench. Have 
we become jaded and blase over this seeming) y regular phenomenon? In the halls of 
this school there is surprisingly little said about Judge Clarence Thomas and the views 
he will bring to the highest court in the land. Have people spent all their energies on 
Robert Bork and Douglas Ginsberg then gone away to congratulate themselves on 
political activism while Justice Anthony Kennedy is comfortably seated and Justice 
David Souter is serving coffee.croissants and doughnuts to the senior members of the 
court? 
This is the only rational time in a budding Supreme Court Justice's career lhat the 
public can exert its influence: we can prevent or support a nomination, but once on 
the bench the force of popular will is replaced by the United States Constitution. That 
is as it should be. There is no room in the United States Constitution for political 
pressure upon a lifetime tenured judiciary. Which leaves the present interim in the 
nomination process for people to make their positions known regarding Clarence 
Thomas. Perhaps the most telling indication of student awareness and participation 
is that many students don't have a position regarding Mr. Thomas. 
If this is a sign of the times then we have stumbled into a national complacency 
which stands in queer comparison to the activity in Eastern Europe. The absence of 
discussion in a school of law remains an somber indictment of the convictions held 
by the students and faculty. 
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Regrettably, there were no letters to the editor for this issue. 
-the Editors 
Registration Procedure Must Change 
by Srikant Ramiswami, News Editor 
Change has characterized the 
I 990's. We saw change in Eastern 
Europe where the nagging, prehen­
sile tentacles of Communist oppres­
sion de oppression succumbed to 
democratic reform. We saw change 
in Germany where the passions of 
East and West ignited a desire to 
destroy a wall that held them captive. 
We even see change in the U.S.S.R. 
where communism has become a 
nefarious entity. It is now time to 
change registration policies at U.B. 
Law School. 
If Samuel Beckett were alive today 
he might have entitled his legendary 
play, "Waiting For Courses." Be­
cause although there is always the 
possibility that Godot may show up, 
getting courses at U.B. Law School 
Page 4, The Opinion 
revolves around the "theory of 
perserverance." Under this theory, 
only camping out like you did that 
summer for the Beatles will ensure 
your talisman to getting every course 
you signed up for. If you do happen 
to arrive late (i.e. 7 a.m.), then "the 
theory of perserverance" suggests 
that you blew it. And to even think 
that we put up with this! 
Registration procedures at U.B. 
must be changed so that the students 
do not just become Iiving and breath­
ing organisms raped of their sense of 
dignity. Policies must enable stu­
dents to get almost every class they 
want without having to wait in long 
lines. Other schools do it, AND SO 
CAN WE. And no... we do not have 
to spend more money to do it. 
Oh! So how do we change regis-
by Jim Maisano 
I am sure that when the 2nd and 3rd year 
students read this headline their first re­
sponse is probably "here we go again." The 
Faculty Statement debate has been raging al 
this law school since January 1987, almost 
to the point of absurdity. However, it iS-still 
important that this issue be addressed each 
year, especially for the first year class. The 
Lime is long overdue for the Dean and the 
faculty Lo show the leadership and courage 
to make a few corrections in the Faculty 
Statement so that it can truly be supported 
by the UB Law eommunity. 
Faculty Statement is short for "Faculty 
Statement Regarding Intellectual Freedom, 
Tolerance,andProhibitedHarassment." The 
Faculty Statement was adopted in October 
1987 in response to some horrible acts dur­
ing the previous semester. These acts in­
cluded the writing of "Too many niggers in 
law school" on the bathroom wall, and other 
racially derogatory statements on a rolled 
down movie screen; dog feces put in a 
student's mailbox; a headless teddy bear put 
in a woman's mailbox; a leuer in a student's 
mailbox saying she was "fruitofthemonth;" 
and finally, a leuer in a woman's mailbox 
claiming that a woman's place is "workin' 
for her man." The perpetrator(s) were never 
caught and there is still a question whether 
law students were actually involved in these 
crimes. No one can dispute the brutality of 
these acts and the Faculty Statement was 
adopted to respond to them. The Faculty 
Statement has received national attention in 
The Washington Post, The New York Times. 
The Village Voice, and The New York Post. 
In May I 988, the faculty passed two reso­
lutions to the document to strengthen its 
constitutionality stating that the third para­
graph of the statement does not contemplate 
the imposition of sanctions and that a stu­
dent-faculty committee should be established 
to clarify the statement. The other major 
piece of Faculty Statement history is that 
two students filed a lawsuit against the fac­
ulty over its constitutionality in August 1989, 
but the suit was dismissed this summer. 
Since most of the Faculty Statement dis­
pute is over the third paragraph, it is impor­
tant to see how it reads: 
"By entering law school, and joining this 
legal community, each student's absolute 
right to liberty ofspeech must also become 
tempered in its exercise by the responsibiltiy 
to pronwte equality and justice. Therefore, 
it should be understood that remarks di­
rected at another's race, sex, religion, na­
tional origin, age, or sexual preference will 
be ill-received, or that racist, sexist, 
honwphobic, and anti-lesbian, ageist and 
ethnicallyderogatorystatements, as well as 
otherremarksbasedonprejudiceandgroup 
stereotype, will generate critical responses 
and swift, open condemnation by the fac­
ulty, wherever and however they occur." 
The proponents of the statement argue 
tration to make it more efficient and 
effective? I haven't a clue. But I do 
hear comments in the hallway that 
keep me thinking. Comments like ... "I 
went to Binghamton which is just as 
big and we didn't have to stand in 
lines like this." Or even better ... 
"They never used to do registration 
like this. It used to be different 
before." So what is going on folks? 
And finally. Every year we vote 
people in to the S.B.A. to address 
student concerns. But the S.B.A. is 
only as powerful as the students who 
support it. And while Brian and his 
gang may do all they can to see 
programs to fruition, the student body 
has got to rally behind theirrepresen-
that the above language only allows the 
faculty to meet speech with responsive 
speech, while opponents argue that it gives 
the faculty the power to censure speech they 
don't happen to agree with. The fourth 
paragraph deals with acts of harassment, 
intimidation and assault, such as the ones 
that had occurred in the previous semester. 
Most students agree that these acts are not 
protected speech and have no problem with 
this part of the statement Yet unlike the. 
fourth paragraph, the third paragraph is not 
really an appropriate response to the inci­
dents since it deals with speech and the 
incidents were clearly acts. 
The Faculty Statement is an example of 
"Hate Speech" laws which are being adopted 
on many campuses across the nation. UB 
Law is the only public law school in the 
country to adopt theirown statement. Gerald 
Gunther, a noted constitutional legal scholar, 
argues that these speech restrictions make 
both bad law and bad policy. However, the 
Faculty Statement does appear to be consti­
tutional due lo the faculty's May 1988 reso­
lution stating that the third paragraph does 
not contemplate the imposition ofsanctions. 
Even if the Faculty Statement is constitu­
tional, its language raises many other seri­
ous questions. How does one define terms 
like racist, sexist, homophobic, anti-lesbian 
or ageist? Ask any two people in our society 
to define these terms and you will get two 
very different definitions. What is a group 
stereotype? It is almost impossible to dis­
cuss any group in society without violating 
this restriction. There are students who 
think opposing affirmative action is racist, 
that opposing women in military combat is 
sexist, or that opposing further AIDS fund­
ing is homophobic. What ifa faculty mem­
ber held these same beliefs? Could a faculty 
member meet a student who articulates the 
above opinions (which are also held by 
millions of Americans) with swift, open 
condemnation undertheFaculty Statement? 
The answer is clearly yes. There are some 
faculty members who hold some radical 
opinions. A faculty member can easily use 
the Faculty Statement to censure a student's 
opinion in the classroom which happens to 
run contrary to that individual faculty 
member's definition of the laundry list of 
restricted speech in the third paragraph. 
What is the best way to deal with hate 
speech? Is it better to drive it underground 
where it is most dangerous, or is it better to 
meet hate speech with !!!..Qil< ~ to ex­
pose the faulty reasoning behind it? The 
answer should be obvious. In 1964, Malcolm 
X was asked about the need to suppress 
racist speech and he argued that language 
itself- not the suppression of it- is a vital 
means of empowerment. He felt the most 
effective way of exposing speech full of 
hatred was through dissecting the language 
and attacking its weaknesses. Malcolm urged 
all people to learn how to stand up to lan-
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tatives and work for change. 
To steal from Adlai Stevenson: "It 
is not the years in your life, but the 
life in your years that are of impor­
tance." So go out there and be a part 
ofthe student body that actively seeks 
change. And maybe then you'll get 
answers to what is happening with 
the research and writing program. 
Maybe then you'll get answers to 
what is happening to the number of 
course offerings. Maybe then the 
voice of this student body will not be 
rendered nugatory. It is time to stop 
the passive acceptance of promises 
and work towards the active realiza­
tion of our ideals. 
McPherson! 
byDarryI McPherson Features Editor 
Abortion. 
This is what I think about abortion and the 
controversy surrounding it. Naturally, being a 
male, I've never had one, but I think I know 
enough about the subject to offer more than 
justa casual opinion. Actually, I doubt anyone 
has just a casual opinion. For various reasons, 
this issue touches everyone deeply and cannot 
be dismissed lightly. 
I'm pro-choice for a simple reason. Whether 
a developing fetus is a living human being is, 
as far as I'm concerned, an irrelevant point 
Whenever a fetus comes into being, there is 
another human being in the picture - the 
mother. With two lives involved, ultimately 
one has to take precedence. I choose to ally 
myself with the woman because she has the 
final responsibility of living with and carrying 
the fetus. The fetus needs her for support. She 
provides the' nutrients, she has to take the toll 
on her body. . 
If she doesn't want to endure the biological 
assault having a child can have on her system, 
how can any third party ask her to do so? 
Committing one's body to the nine month task 
of carrying the fetus to term requires various 
sacrifices and an alteration ofthe mother's life. 
And the aftermath of giving birth brings 
practically a lifelong connection, whether ~e 
child is given up for adoption or not. The child 
would live on in the woman's thoughts, if not 
her everyday life. 
I don't accept the argument that once a 
woman chooses to have sex, and a pregnancy 
results, that she should have to live with the 
consequences. In our society, procreation is 
not the sole motivation for sex. Though it may 
now naturally from the act, things can be done 
to avoid having a child as an outcome, and it is 
no longer the intended result. When the un­
expected occurs, a safe alternative exists and I 
see no reason why it shouldn't be used. 
Forcing a woman to bear a child she doesn't 
want is tantamount to slavery. It calls upon her 
to perform a task against her will and to receive 
no compensation. It is her body, and she alone 
wfll have to endure whatever is necessary to 
make the fetus grow into a human being. I 
can't see how a third party has any right to 
demand that a woman go through the ordeal 
without her consent. 
If there is a moral question, that has to be left 
to the person involved. If she sees the fetus as 
a life, and chooses to abort, issues ofguilt and 
responsibility are the burdens she mus~ bear._ If 
it's not a life to her, that may make 1t easier 
(though I think the decision is never eas~). A 
concept of God or religion has no place m the 
equation, and if it does, that is also left to the 
individual because in America, one person's 
God may not be the same God another follows. 
. I see being pro-choice as the greater option 
because it allows for various points of view. 
Someone could be pro-choice and still person­
ally oppose abortion as an optio~ for the~­
selves. Personally, I don't know 1f a fetus 1s 
alive, and I can't help but wonder at times if 
abortion equals murder. What I do know is that 
I can't expect a pregnant woman to live with 
my interpretation of her situation. She can 
only judge the situation by her standards ~nd 
deal with whatever consequences may anse. 
Sometimes I'm struck by the thought, "what 
if the pro-lifers are right?" but I realize that 
I can't be responsible for anyone else's 
actions, and it's not my place to judge 
anyone. 
I understand the pro-life point of view. 
To them, the fetus is as valid a person as 
your best friend. If someone was going to 
kill your friend or any other person, pre­
sumably you'd try to stop it. Thedifference 
between your friend and a fetus is that we 
know your friend is alive. Medical science 
differs on when life begins. I don't know 
when life definitively begins, and at this 
point no human knows. There are various 
beliefs, but if those beliefs are based on 
theological theories, again, one must bow 
to the affected individual's belief system. 
As popular as Christianity is, it not the 
mandatory system for everyone in this 
country. , 
For me, human life is more than breath­
ing and biological functions. Life is 
awareness, it's emotions and interactiion. 
Eliminating a fetus-thathasn 'texperienced 
any of those things on a cognitive level is 
far more humane than bringing into the 
world a child that would son die of a 
prenatal defect or suffer through life abused 
and unwanted. It's true that adoption could 
head off the latteroption, but many women 
don• t want to go that route, and I prefer to 
deal in social realities. 
I know I don't have all the answers, I 
doubt anyone does. This issue is so personal 
that no one person can find a solution that 
would please everybody. The best anyone 
could hope for is a method to decide for 
themselves what is best. Legal abortion 
provides that option. I don't think anyone 
"Forcing a woman to 
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doesn't want is 
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is for abortion per se. If we could find a 
way to head off unwanted pregnancies to 
prevent abortion from entering the situa­
tion, that would probably be best. It stofs 
being a life or death issue, and perhaps 
becomes a moral question. Then if we 
could perpetuate the idea that morality is 
based on respect for each other, the matter 
could clearly be solved on an individual 
basis. 
I'm sure someone could find my reason­
ing insufficient, and I accept that. ~epr~­
choice position can -be quite precarious 1f 
applied to life in general, especially inJight 
of advances in medical technology. All I 
know is that I feel that abortion rights are 
necessary and justifiable. Yes, that's an 
emotional reaction, but I also think it's 
rational. My arguments may have merit, 
they may not. 
The choice, as always, is up to you. 
The Opinion is looking for more than just 
another wonderful opinion. We need 
journalist, photographers, copyist, 
salespersons, and, of course, a Business 
Manager. Round out your legal education 
by becoming an active participant on t~is 
award winning publication. Everyone 1s 
I • 
welcome. No expenence necessary. 
Lives Lost to Law 
contributed by Sandra Brown 
Well, we made it Another semester of 
law school or possibly for the novices, the 
very first semester! Aren't we wonderful?! 
The cream of the crop - the top of our 
undergraduate classes - every mother's 
dream... Our opinions of ourselves are 
very impressive ... While we a.re majoring 
in law, we are 'minoring' in arrogance. 
IL is hard to believe that we voluntarily 
have embarked on a course fraught with 
incredible expenses, unending study and 
relentless stress. It is a testament to our 
dedication and seriousness. Oh, our friends 
are very impresses - "Law school? How 
exciting!" Our families proud. But in 
reality what does it all mean? If we lose 
sight of our humanity not much. 
For some of us, it is the fulfillment of a 
dream. Law school - the promise of an 
exciting career in service to the public. ( I 
wanted to write adoring public, however, it 
seems the public doesn't adore lawyers too 
much - Of course, you've heard the joke 
about what the difference is between road 
kill and a dead lawyer in the road? There's 
skid marks before the road kill ... The biting 
humor hardly masks the public's general 
attitude.) 
For others, it is the ticket to a life filled 
with all the toys that large income will 
bring ... A big house, pool, jacuzzi, BMW, 
and all the trappings money can buy. 
And for others the prestige of a respected 
position. Power. Politics and maybe fame 
or its downside, notoriety-at the very least... 
However, in the scramble to become suc­
cessful lawyers, we forget that the real key 
to success is remaining true to ourselves. It 
is so easy to become completely engrossed 
in our studies and our burgeoning careers 
that we forget to maintain balance in our 
lives. We become single-minded and self 
centered. We irample our friendships and 
abandon our loved ones in thepursuitofour 
careers. 
It seems that the real problem is that law 
school is the perfect breeding ground for 
self centeredness rather than the develop­
ment ofcentered selves. It appears to be the 
ticket to all our hopes and dreams. While 
money and power may bring temporary 
satisfaction, it doesn't bring satisfaction. It 
becomes an insidious disease which re­
quires more infusions of money and mate­
rial wealth. While we are sharpening our 
minds and skills to do battle in the court­
room or corporate world, we neglect our 
emotional and spiritual development. We 
lose perspective of our place in the world 
and the relative value of our careers. We 
become stressed out and burned out. We 
spendour weekends studying.getting drunk 
or high. We lose touch with what is real and 
true. We are learning to be true lawyers -
although we may end up with high paying 
careers and power, we are also laying the 
foundation for futures as a group with a 
high rate of alcoholism and little respect. 
The truth is law occupies only a percent­
age ofour lives. It cannot become the total 
focus. Everything tangible is temporal. For­
tunes can be gained and lost several times 
in a life time. Maintaining balance is the 
only way to retain command and control of 
one's life. Motivational experts suggest that 
individuals who maintain their business 
focus on money alone will never prosper. 
However, those individuals who dedicate 
their lives to service have unlimited poten­
tial. 
Dedication ofone's life to service requires 
the nurturing ofa respectful attitude towards 
oneself and others, communication skills 
and a sufficient interest in humanity to as­
certain needs. This includes respect for all 
phases ofour Ii ves. We become so involved 
with our studies and ourselves that we be­
come unable to even determine our own 
needs. Neglecting one's basic needs for 
sleep, good nutrition, recreation and exer­
cise breeds illness and increases stress. As 
the semester progresses in law school. our 
classes well begin to sound like a tuberculo­
sis ward. The combination of law school 
and neglect of commonsense health care 
seems almost fatal (Actually, at times, some 
of us felt like it was or wished it was .... ) We 
forget to be kind to ourselves. 
Instead on centering ourselves, we worry 
about correcting the attitudes ofothers. Ours 
isaworldofwords, notaction. Mauhew7:3 
"And why worry about the speck outofyour 
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eye', when you can't even see becauseo~the 
board in your own?" Should you say 'Friend 
let me help help you get the speck out ofyour 
eye', when you can't even see because of the 
board in your own/" One doesn't have to be 
a Christian to appreciate the point made. In 
the process ofcorrecting injustice and right­
ing wrongs, we often commit injustices our­
selves. A political statement will result in a 
personal attack .. Injustice leads to injustice 
rather intellectual exchange .. If we were as 
truly enlightened as we claim ourselves to 
be, the free exchange of ideascould be made 
without blatant attacks and excessive vul­
garity. 
In our stressed out condition, our tempers 
flare and simple courtesies forgotten .. We 
allow paranoia LO set in. In our selfcentered 
condition, we imagine petty grievances. The 
importance of the microcosmic world oflaw 
school looms larger than life before us. We 
are supposed to be the academic elite and_ yet 
we enc up sounding like a bunch of spoiled 
children trying to out shock each other. Law 
students are supposed to be learning to be 
word crafters. Yet sometimes our writings 
appear to the product of the uneducated .. If 
we want to get the respect we think we 
deserve, we might as well begin practisi_ng 
it right here. Perhaps if we begin to prac~1ce 
the attitudes and mannerisms we associate 
with success right here and now, in the 
future, the public will perceive the percep­
tion the profession of lawyers as being wor­
thy of respect. In the hopes of a truly pr~­
gressive and enlightened environment this 
year, 1welcome you all to law school. 
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DOUG LAS SYLVESTER 
IL -CLASS DIRECTOR 
Greetings First Year Law Students. By 
now it must be painfully clear that I am 
running for the post of Class Director. In 
choosing to do this I have also commiued 
111 y~ If to subm iuing a "personal statement" 
to aid you in deciding to vote for me or (God 
forbid) not. Before plunging ahead I would 
like to express my opinion that this "per­
sonal statement" is a very awkward propo­
sition. What is thereaboutmyselfthatcould 
possibly sway sway your votes my way? 
Douglas Sylvester 
After all, I have been a student at this school 
for merely one week. As a resulL, I know 
only a handful of people and my opinions 
about the problems facing students ·at this 
school are at best severly limited. These 
considerations aside, I do hope that some of 
you, hopefully enough, decide to vote for 
me based upon the following summation of 
my qualities as a human being. 
1. I carry--a briefcase. This helps me look 
and act like a politician. Who knows, it may 
even help my image as a responsible repre­
sentative. 
2. I can usually be found in posSession of 
Certs. Never underestimate the value and 
importance of having fresh breath when 
haggling with administrative bigwigs. 
3. I'm a real nice guy. Really. Just ask 
anybody who knows me (if you can finde 
either of them). 
4. I don't open my mouth all the time in 
class and annoy my fellow students. This 
may not be as important to you as it is to me, 
but I thought you might like to know. 
5. Ifelected I promise to go to all meetings, 
the facetiousness of the "personal state­
ment" aside, and voice the opinions and 
concerns ofmy constituents, whatever these 
may tum out to be, to the proper authorities. 
I hope that the "unseriousness" of this 
statement will not dissuade any of you from 
voting for me. There was little else I could 
write about. Afterone week here it would be 
ludicrous for me to have positions or sub­
stantial opinions about the problems facing 
student life. Let me end by assuring you, 
onceagain, that I want to be a Class Director 
(and not just because it looks good on my 
resume) and if elected will perfonn the 
duties of that office to the very best of my 
abilities and in the best interests of you the 
potential voter. 
KRISTIN GRAHAM 
1 L -CLASS DIRECTOR 
Over the past week or so, amidst the 
confusion, I have had the opportunity to 
meet many of you. However, for those of 
you I have not had a chance to speak whh. 
I'd like to introduce myself. My name is 
Kristin Graham and I am in Section One. 
Although originally from the Albany area, I 
received my undergraduate degree in Po­
l1ucal Science from Geneseo this past May. 
Al Genesco, I was a very active part of the 
campu'> community. I held executive posi­
tions m several clubs, including the Pre­
Law club and Pi Sigma Alpha. In addition 
to these academic organizations. I was also 
a member of the Phi Kappa Pi sorority, and 
as a resull, was very active socially as well. 
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Kristin Graham 
I would like to see this active involvement 
carry over here at UB. It is with that in mind 
that I decided to rund for SBAClass Director. 
I am very interested in government, and it is 
in that field that I plan to use my law degree. 
Since the SBA is the governing body here at 
the law school, I thought it would be an 
appropriate place for me to begin my in­
volvement at UB. 
In considering me for SBA director, I 
think the most important thing to keep in 
mind is that I am very eager to become . 
involved in the SBA, and I arne genuinely 
interested in representing ourfirst year class. 
I hope all the first year students will come 
out to vote on September 3rd and 4th! Have 
a Great Year - Best ofLuck! 
,, 
STEPHEN LEE 
lL -CLASS DIRECTOR 
Hello, my name is Stephen Lee and I am a 
first year law student who would like Lo be 
a member of the Student Bar Association. 
The reason I am running for the position of 
Class Director is that I feel that I can bring a 
unique perspective to the SBA. Not long 
ago I was involved in an accident which has 
left me disabled, before I was disabled I had 
preconceived notions and prejudices about 
disabililties but the truth in the matter is that 
anyone at any time can become disabled. I 
have a personal agenda but since I can see 
issues from my old perspective and a new 
one I feel I can be of help to many students. 
I have held positions before as a dorm rep­
resentative and as the SASU Delegate of 
SUNY Binghamton. I really don't want to 
make my statement long and tell you all of 
my qualifications I have and why you should 
vote for me. But I would like to say that lam 
a very easy person to talk to and get along 
with so that I would be open to any and all 
students. 
HENRY J. NOWA.K 
2L -CLASS DIRECTOR 
It's time to be fundamentally honest. An 
SBA director mustgo through a tremendous 
amount ofnonsensical red tape and hours of 
ridiculous arguments to accomplish very 
little. This seems to be the general nature of 
almost all student government positions (as 
well as non-student government positions). 
To succeed as a director who satisfies the 
needs of the law school student body, I feel 
that I must: (I) understand the procedure to 
a science so that I know when to move, when 
to call, when to argue, and when to keep my 
mouth shut; (2) forego my own beliefs to 
acknowledgeandrepresentallofyourviews; 
and (3) communicate with and be easily 
accessible to fellow students, student groups, 
faculty members, and any outside organiza­
tions that may affect thtestudent body. These 
are my goals. All of you have excellent 
ideas which often get lost somewhere 
betweent the mail-room and the drop-add 
line. I donothaveonenarrow view with five 
good ideas - I will support various views 
and several hundred ideas from all ofyou. A 
vote for me is a vote for yourself. 
Darryl McPherson 
Attention 
All Student Group Leaders 
Mandatory Meeting 
When: Thursday, September 5, 1991 3-4pm 
Where: Room 106 
Why: Reimbursments 
Who: Presidents/Treasurers preferred 
Note: Mandatory means mandatory. SBA cannot process 
reimbursements for groups who choos not to send a representative. Help the 
SBA streamline the reimbursement process. Helpyour group utilize your funds 
more effectively and save your money. 
MICHAEL RADJAVITCH 
2L -CLASS DIRECTOR 
Hello and welcome back. For those sec­
ond years who have not yet had the opportu­
nity, my name is Michael Radjavitch. I have 
decided to put my butt on the line and place 
myself in the running for the ever popular 
office of Class Director of the Student Bar 
Association. I must admit that the closest 
I've come to the SB A and its actions is 9Yjng 
friends with several of last years directors 
and officers, as well as attending a few ofits 
social functions. However, I am quite will­
ing to make the necessary .commitments, 
time and otherwise, to help woice the con­
cerns and opinions ofmy fellow slassmates, 
and to act upon them. I owuld greatly 
appreciate your votes in the upcoming elec­
tion. Thank you, and please remember that 
a vote for me enti!!,es you to one invitation to 
my next party. ,.• 
DARRYL McPHERSON 
3L -CLASS DIRECTOR 
My name is Darryl McPherson and I'm 
running for Third Year Class Director. I 
doubt there's much need to explain who I 
am and w!lat I stand for, but I'll say a little 
just in case. 
First there's my resume, demonstrating 
my experience as a Second Year Director 
and SBA Presidential candidate, my co­
founding of Students for Constitutional 
Concerns (SCC), my work as an Opinion 
Staff Writer, and now as Features Editor. 
There's also my co-chairing of the Orien­
tation Committee this year, ifthat matters to 
anyone. 
I like getting things done. The SBA should 
be a conduit for effective change within the 
school. Hopefully, that will be significant 
and substantive, and go beyond the super­
ficial splashes ofpaint and carpet rolls we've 
gotten to so far. I believe in fair represen­
tation for all students, and growth for all 
wherever possible. . 
Having said that, I hope it is known that I 
can't do anything by myself. I need the 
support of all students, not just third years, 
to make the SBA a useful body. The first 
step is getting out the vote, then student 
involvement is needed at all levels. To­
gether, we can all make a difference. 
Law School: More Than Just Briefing Cases 
A sampling of some ·student Organizations 
The STUDENTS FOR CONSTITU­
TIONAL CONCERNS are proposing a 
series ofdebates between law students who 
are interested and informed on a variety of 
controversial topics. Weenvision entertain­
ing and informative presentations; heavily 
advertised and with plenty of opportunities 
loraudience participation. Wewould like to 
bring together all the students who have 
been arguing loudly in the hallways and 
writing angry letters to the editor, and give 
them a means to have their beliefs subjected 
to the marketplace of ideas. 
The death penalty, abortion, multicultural 
education., affirmative action .. If you have 
strong beliefs on issues like these.and would 
like to sharpen your debating and litigation 
skills before a large and argumentative audi­
ence, then you should participate in the 
S.C.C. Student Debates. We will match you 
· up with persons propounding contrary view­
points. We will provide you with materials 
to back up those viewpoints. It should be a 
lot of fun. 
If you are interested, please talk to an 
S.C.C. member, or leave a note with your 
name and the issue you would like to debate 
in box 407, 311, or 450. 
The LABOR LAW SOCIETY is an or­
ganization which seeks to bring together 
law students for the purpose of m~bilizing 
activities focuse4 on labor law issues. 
Last year, the LLS coordinated several 
activities and events. Wesponsored a "brown 
bag" lunch, where both a local arbitrator and 
labor lawyer provided information concern-
, ing the practical dynamics ofarbitration and 
mediation processes. We hosted a discus­
sion at which a local labor organizer spoke 
about the strategy and issues of organizing 
non-union work forces. We also mobilized 
support in a variety of ways for the striking 
Greyhound bus drivers. 
During the coming year, we hope to dupli­
cate these efforts and to expand them. We 
are presently trying to arrange a debate 
(along with the Federalist Society) around 
HR-5. the so-called" striker protection" bill. 
The Labor Law Society welcomes stu­
dents whose views represent all sides of 
labor issues. Our first meeting will be sched­
uled sometime in early September. 
The HIBERNIAN LAW SOCIETY 
(HLS) is a social and charitable organiza­
tion whose goal is to uphold and promote the 
rich tradition and culture of the Irish people. 
Our organization is open to both Irish and 
non-Irish alike. All that is required for mem­
bership is_an appreciation of the Irish loveof 
laughter, song, dance and lively conversa­
tion and a willingness to celebrate and share 
in that love. 
The HLS is very proud of the -contribu­
tions we have made to the Belfast Summer 
Relief Program, which benefits orphaned 
children in that war-tom city. We hope to 
increase our efforts for this worthy cause. 
Weare equally proud ofthe Michael Phelan 
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The scholar­
ship will consist of the proceeds of an annu­
ity managed by Professor Ken Joyce. The 
proceeds will be disbursed by the Presiden­
tial Board as soon as the fund reaches an as 
yet undetermined level. 
To fill the coffers for the Belfast Program 
and the Scholarship Fund, we sponsor a 
number of fund raisers, including our infa­
mous Irish Night at Checkers. We also sell 
coffee, bagels and collector item t-shirts in 
O'Brian Hall. We plan to be active in local 
Irish cultural events, such as the St. Patrick's 
Day parade and the recent! y concluded Irish 
Fest. 
The HLS is painfully aware of the prob­
lems in the six counties in the north of 
Ireland and do not believe in ignoring the 
---------- - · 
issue. We support any and all peaceful solu­
tions to that conflict in the hopes ofone day 
realizing a re-united Ireland. 
The members of THE FEDERALIST 
SOCIETY are recognized for open, flow­
ing, and robust debate on a variety of sub­
jects. We as a group believe in and promote 
the full utilization of the marketplace of 
ideas in spite of pressures from the "politi­
cally correct." 
We are a politically and culturally diverse 
group. Generally our members favor: (1) 
individual rights, freedom, and liberty from 
state coercion; (2) judicial restraint; (3) the 
political ideals of the Founding Fathers; (4) 
traditional family values. We welcome con­
servatives, libertarians, and those people 
who thought they were liberal before they 
came to UB Law. 
A central issue that most members ofThe 
Federalist Society agree upon is the protec­
tion of the right to free expression. On 
campuses across the country it is groups 
such as ours which are standing up for the 
First Amendment rights of all students. 
More than any other student organization, 
the Federalists bring in reputable experts to 
debate members of our politicaly homog­
enous faculty on issues of public contro­
versy and interest. We also produce the 
Federalist Papers - the only meduiin for 
political dissent at the school. 
If you are interested in becoming a part of 
our organization or just would like to find 
out more about us, stop by ouroffice in room 
725 O'Brian Hall, come to our meetings, or 
contact one ofour officers. Chairman: Karl 
Czymmek (box 57); Vice-Chairman: Hans 
Tirpak (box 545); Treasurer: John Jablonski 
(box 141); Secretary: Norbert Higgins (box 
407). 
BUFFALO ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
SOCIETY (B.E.L.S.) strives to provide a 
forum for diverse environmental perspec­
tives in a free and open manner .additionally 
promoting immediate practical application 
of basic legal skills. 
The group's primary objective is to be 
responsive to the educational needs and aca­
demic interests of the membership and the 
law school community. B.E.L.S. under­
takes to fulfill that goal through the imple­
mentation of an extensive speaker program, 
byprovidingextra-curricularprojectoppor­
tunities within the community, through the 
distribution ofa monthly newsletter, by past­
ing job openings, and by continually devel­
oping the group to meet a multiplicity of 
needs and opportunities. This semester also 
markds the start of a concerted effort to 
launch an environmental law journal. The 
group is confident that the journal will not 
only be a credit to the law school, butwill be 
of great service to the community at large. 
B.E.L.S. is holding its next meeting on 
September I Ith· form 4pm to 5pm. The 
location of the meeting will be posted in teh 
usual locations and in the mailroom. All 
interested parties are encouraged to attend. 
This past summer two UB Law students 
began to consider the formulation of a 
SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
LAW SOCIETY. Each contacted several 
practitioners and faculty members, gather­
ing information and advice. At the end ofthe 
summer they got together and have since 
begun to lay the groundwork for what will 
hopefully be an exciting and informative 
organization. Many students have already 
expressed interest in getting involved with 
the society. 
Sports and Entertainment Law is a diverse 
field. A practitioner in the field will likely be 
called upon to deal with different areas of 
law such as: Contracts, Labor Law, Anti-
Trust, Tax Law. Negligence, Copyright and 
Trademark. Job opportunities in the field 
are few and far between and it is often stated 
that "who you know is as important as what 
you know" in order to land a job in the field 
out of law school. For that reason it is 
important that aspiring students meetpeople 
in this rewarding field. Several practitio­
ners have already expressed interest in lend- . 
ing a hand with the organization. Guest 
speakers will discuss different aspects of 
Sports and Entertainment Law at the 
organization's meetings. 
An extensive summer job search is in the 
works which will certainly aid students in 
obtaining summer and eventually foll time 
jobs with firms, professional leagues and 
teams. 
Anyone who is interested in joining the 
society is encouraged to look for announce­
ments in the law school, and can slip a note 
in Peter Nussbaum's mailbox (#198). 
THE GRADUATE GROUP ON HU­
MAN RIGHTS LAW AND POLICY is a 
university-wide organizaton which brings 
students, staff and faculty together to dis­
cuss international human rights issues. 
During each semes~erofthe 1990-91 aca­
demic year the Graduare Group sponsored a 
"Human Rights Week." The following 
events were included in last year's activities: 
*"YouhavestruckaRock" -a film 
and discussion about women's resistance in 
South Africa. 
* "Hazardous Waste Issues" - a 
discussion on current probreriis i ri th-e United 
States and Eastern Europe: 
*"Forbidden Freedoms: Life in 
Tibet under China's control" by Lobsang 
Jinpa, recipient of the Reebok Foundation 
Human Rights A ward. 
*"UN Protection ofHuman Rights: 
Promises and Failures" by Professor Claude 
Welch, Political Science, SUNY-Buffalo. 
The Human Rights Center Also sponsors 
summer internships in Geneva, Switzerland 
for graduate and professional studen!S inter-
. ested in public international law, including 
international human rights law. Buffalo 
students recieve a fellowship to work at the 
United Nations or non-governmental orga­
nizations which focus on international law. 
Interns in the past have worked at the 
Centre for Human Rights, Working Group 
on Indigineous Peoples, the International 
Labour Organization, World Health Orga­
nization, and environmental and trade is~ 
sues. The Human Rights Center also has 
information available on study abroad pro­
grams. 
This year, we will form working groups on 
various issues according to the interest of 
our membership. Past activities were orga­
nized by working groups on Africa, Asia, 
the Middle-East, Latin America and the 
environment. New groups that will be ac­
tive include working groups on interna­
tional women's rights rights, and the death 
penalty. Anyone who is interested in join­
ing or starting a working group, contact 
Mona Igram in the Human Rights Center, 
408 O'Brian, 636-2073 . 
THE DOMESTICE VIOLENCE 
TASK FORCE had a successful summer 
depite beliefs that continuing a student group 
through the summermight be difficult. The 
task force continued escorting domestic vio­
lence victims throughout the summer and 
the staff at Haven House was mostapprecia­
tive. Haven House currently has five out­
reach counselors and because of the sum­
mer, vacations have left the outreach unit 
shorthanded. 
In addition to advocacy, the Tuesday 
Evening Program at Haven House ran 
throughout the summer. For those unfamil­
iar with the program, volunteer attorneys 
from the community are teamed with law 
students on a weekly basis. The pair meet 
individually with women in crises who are 
in need of legal counsel and advice. The 
studnet provides necessary follow-up if the 
woman is in need ofadvocacyor transporta­
tion to Family Court. Should the woman 
actually require legal representation, the stu­
dent coordinator, Sue Tomkins, arranges for 
an attorney to assist the client, pro bono. 
This summer the clinic was extremely 
busy. Some evenings as many as eight 
women women were scheduled demonstrat­
ing thy continued need for this program. 
The DVTF ~as been approached by a 
number of people interested in emulating 
the program in some fashion, including the 
New Y orlc State Bar Associations Pro Bono 
Coordinator, a Director from the Governor's 
Task Force on Domestic Violence and law 
stu~ents from s,everal law. schools. Because 
of a growing,interest in such programs, the 
DVTF aQd the program at Harvard Law 
School are attempting to arrange a national 
con'ference in the Spring for students to 
gather and discuss issues surrounding ~ch 
programs. 
, The QVTF will be having its first mec~ing 
on September 3rdat5:30pm in a room TBA. 
The training and orientation will be held on 
September 7th in O'Brian Hall. Details. wil I 
be announced. All students are welcomi.: to 
participate, with or without prior experience 
in the field. Each person has unique talents 
to bring to the group, regardless of his or her 
backgorund. Hope to see you there. 
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India Revisited: A Personal Account Deadline for the Next bySnkanJ Ramalwami 
Pan Am lhgnt 006 made its final approach 
into New Delhi's Pallam Airport. The 
adrenalin in my system had soared to 
gargantuan heights and my mind lacerated 
with thoughts ofsadness and euphoria. The 
sadness stemmed from my knowledge that 
certain people I had always revered had left 
to pursue their duties in another world. The 
euphoria emerged from a plethora of relatives 
I anticipated seeing at the airport and the 
time we would spend catching up on news 
that had been missed in the many years of 
my foreign travels. 
The India I revisited was a very changed 
one, but the philosophy remained. In a land 
that has produced intellectual giants like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Radhakrishnan, and 
J. Krishnamurthy, I found the same selfless 
and stoic attitude that has persisted since 
time immemorial. While the western world 
portrayed a sense of isolation to me, the 
Indian psyche boasted ofa certain together­
ness. While the western world thrived on 
pollution control, traffic regulaiton and or­
der, India portrayed a land of no controls or 
regulations and total chaos. Yet, out of the 
chaos stemmed order, making me believe 
what my history teacher once said: that 
sometimes, there is method to madness. 
Like my LSAT score, the GNP per capita 
in India is very low. Birth rates are greatly 
reduced by the infant mortality equation. 
Death rates are exacerbated by the cheap 
cost of human life. Women seemed more 
emancipated to me. Yet, some walked paces 
behind their husbands and were subservient 
to their needs. Contraception also seemed 
like a non catalyst. Indians were every­
where and the strength of manpower was 
evident. 
I was visually moved by the profile of 
Indian poverty that was multi-faceted. In­
adequate success with family planning has 
led to a high pPpulation growth rate, which, 
in tum, has eroded the fruits of economic 
growth and poverty. Another dimension of 
the poverty problem is the fact that millions 
are starving from want of employment and 
purchasing power while granaries are full 
after good harvests. In effect I saw two 
India's. Islands of prosperity, mainly in the 
dities and towns, surrounded by a sea of 
poverty characterized by starvation, disease 
squalor, ignorance, and virtual absence of 
hope. Yet, India continues to survive be­
cause "while several civilisations have died 
from affluence, none have perished through 
adversity." 
During my visit to India I also sensed the 
tension in political circles. Rajiv Gandhi, 
the Doon School boy, had been eviscerated, 
portraying a political system where leader­
ship has become the hallmark oftotal decay. 
Paradoxically, it was interesting to learn 
that while Mohandas and Raj iv Gandhi were 
apostles of peace and non-violence, their 
deaths were characterised by violence and 
rioting in India's major cities. 
After a whirlwind trip, I left India with 
many thoughts. Thought that ran the gamut 
of re-defining our values, re-assuming our 
responsibilities, and re-stating our objec­
tives. I have always been proud to come 
from a country which has shown the west 
that we can make up in spiritlial strength 
what we lack in technical expertise. But I 
left India knowing that change was inevi­
table and necessary so that tomorrow will 
not bring a sectorial strife where bloodshed 
and violence emerge triumphant over 
progress. 
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Commentary:"A Justification for the Shamir - Likud Position'' 
An opinion by DavidLask 
"For the sake ofZion I will not keep the 
quiet, 
For the s,ike ofJerusalem I will not hold 
my peace" 
(Isaiah 62.1) 
Imagine if you and your large family 
moved into a twenty-four unit apartment 
building, after having long ties to that dwell­
ing, and twenty-two of those neighbors im­
mediately ~ked you, while the twenty­
third exerted no influence in your behalf. 
That is what it is like for Israel living as an 
outcast, a leper in the Middle East, sur­
rounded by such neighbors who have tried 
to invade and destroy the tiny Jewish state 
on not one but five occasions. The current 
Arab economic boycott against Israel is not 
only a cruel and inhumane gesture ofbigotry 
by the Arab world, but it extends to any 
company in the world that does business in 
or with Israel. In certain instances, the Arab 
boycott has extended to American compa­
nies that do no business with Israel, but have 
Jewish-Americans as their CEO's. This 
past summer, the L 'Orea! cosmetic com­
pany, whose past leadership flirted with 
Naziism in Vichy France, compelled one of 
its board members to resign because of 
pressure from the Arab countries generated 
by the mere fact that this particular board 
member of L 'Oreal rented a seasonal apart­
ment in Tel Aviv. 
The rccem gesture from the hard line 
dictator of Syria (the post-Sadaarn pow~r 
broker in the Middle East) is not viewed by 
the Shamir govemmentas a legitimate Sadat 
type peace proposal, rather a manipulative 
tacLic to reclaim the Golan Heights,astretch 
of land that Syria has an irredentist claim to 
and ha<; constantly failed to take back from 
Israel by war or terrorism. The Likud party 
refuses to give land for peace, rather they 
seek a legitimate, authentic peace for peace 
plan which entails direct face-to-face nego­
tiations with Lhe Arab countries. Assad, 
unlike the assassinated Egyptian leader, has 
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made no direct contact or overture to Israel, 
only to the United States. The Syrian leader 
realizes that it is in his best interests to 
ameliorate relations with the United States, 
(and take advantage of the Bush 
Administration's weak stance on Israel) at a 
time Soviet aid to .Syria is dwindling to an 
all-time low. 
President Assad is tactfully exaggerating 
Syria's unreliable and minimum involve­
ment in the war against his own enemy, 
Sadaam Hussein. Assad's claim forpeaceis 
seen by Likud et al as a guise for forcing 
Israel to give up land, thereby increasing the 
geographical hegemony that the Arab world 
enjoys over Israel, a country comparable in 
size to New Jersey. The Syrian leader is 
dogmatic about a United Nations presence 
at any peace talks. The Shamir government 
is well aware of the large anti-Israeli Arab 
coalition in the U.N .. For it is this Arab 
"lobby" that yearly submits the infamous 
"Zionism Equals Racism" proclamation 
which seeks to expel Israel from the U.N., 
thereby further isolating Israel and increas­
ing its susceptibility to attack. Prime Min­
ister Shamir, like former Prime Minister 
Begin, does not believe in appeasement or 
unilateral concession as thearbiterofMiddle 
East peace. 
Israel has proclaimed to the world that it 
will survive and not feel guilty for doing so. 
The Shamir government is not willing to so 
much as flirt with the idea of a partitioned 
East Jerusalem, the segment of the Jewish 
state's capital occupied by Jordan up until 
the mesmerizing Israeli victory in the 1967 
Six Day War. This is why the notion of a 
"Palestinian" delegation from East Jerusa­
lem is anathema to Shamir. That notion 
underrn ines Israel's uncompromisable claim 
that a united Jerusalem will always remain 
the capital of the Jewish state. 
During the coalition war against Iraq, Is­
rael stood silent as the Soviet-made Scud 
missiles rained down on Tel Aviv, a city 
proclaimed by Sadaam Hussein to be in-
fested with "Zionist Criminals". As Jewish 
children practiced putting on their gas masks, 
their grandparents clearly remembered the 
German experience, where two million Jew­
ish children fell victim to extermination. 
Where was the Arab protest of the Scud 
missile attacks? Although several Arab 
nations tacitly acquiesced that Israel had a 
right to defend itself, King Hussein of Jor­
dan threatened to declare war against Israel 
if it used Jordanian air space to do so. Israel 
and its Patriot missiles remained a sitting 
duck, praying not to be gassed and asphyxi­
ated by the nefarious Iraqi leader in his 
desperate effort to liberate Palestine and 
plunge the Mid-East into an all-out Jihad. 
An objective viewer can readily see that 
Israel, with scant exception, has received 
only ominous overtures from its Arab neigh­
bors. A stellar example is the Syrian, Jorda­
nian and Egyptian surprise invasion of Is­
rael in 1973 on the eve of Judaism's most 
holy day, Yorn Kippar. It is with that 
historical perspective combined with Arab 
culture, having Jew hatred so deeply in­
grained, that Prime Minister Shamir, and 
Housing Minister Sharon take a position 
that the Bush Administration considers 
hawkish. 
If Israel were to attain peace by giving up 
land it would immediately need to relin­
quish the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem, 
Gaza, and the West Bank (Judea and 
Samaria), thereby reducing Israel to its 1948 
boundaries, ghetto-izing Tel Aviv, and en­
dangering the lives of hundreds of thou­
sands of Jewish settlers, who, like the 
Sephardic Jews of the I 940's living under 
Arab rule, would inevitably reap the dubi­
ous benefits of Arab intolerance. Only an 
infinitesimal minority of Knesset members 
would accept such a peace proposal. Prime 
Minister Shamir has made a statement to the 
Arab world that as long as he remains Prime 
Minister, Israel will not succumb to the 
territorial designs of its neighbors and its 
internal threaL<;. Therefore, the Arab coun-
tries need to finally come to the realization 
that after five lost wars and a well-devel­
oped Israeli nuclear arsenal, Israel is a per­
manent fixture in the Middle East, peace or 
noL 
The time has come for the new world order 
to come to full fruition in the Middle East. If 
the war against Iraq were to have occurred 
during the heightened period of the U.S.­
Soviet cold war, Armageddon would have 
been a likely out.come. Peace, justice, and 
happiness may soon dawn on the Middle 
East, a precious part of the world which has 
seen constant strife for four thousand years 
of recorded history. The Arab world, espe­
cially liberated Kuwait, should seize this 
moment to show Israel that it really does 
respect the existence of "Infidels" in the 
MiddleEast. The long overdue lifting of the 
Arab economic boycott, without Israeli ter­
ritorial concession would be a major first 
step in a rapprochement between Israel and 
its Arab neighbors. 
The Shamir government believes that un­
til the Arab nations lift the boycott and insert 
accommodation into its culture with regard 
to the Jews, there can be no real lasting 
peace. Fifty years ago, the world painfully 
learned that territorial concessions and ap­
peasement do not bring peace, only de­
mands for more territory and catastrophic 
war. 
Israel will continue to have a spot in the 
twenty-four unit apartment building known 
as the Middle East The ball is in the Arab's 
court. If they wish to exacerbate the vicious 
cycle of war with Israel, which they cannot 
win, the new world order will prove futile. 
Hopefully, the Arab nations will progress 
and put aside their many cultural biases and 
antipathies for the Jews and Christians of 
Israel, and begin an era ofenlightenment for 
the Middle East, which will bring in billions 
ofdollars of investment and tourism to this 
region. so rich in history, so perilous in day­
to-day life. 
... 
SPRING 1991 GRADE CHART International 
The chart below represents grades assigned by UB Law ins~ctor~ for the Spring 1991 sem(?St~r. as represented by the grade 
board on the third floor of O'Brian Hall, outside the Records and Reg1strauon office. Th~ chart al~ md1cates the date when those Moot Court 
grades were posted for each class, and not necessarily the date at which they were turned m by the instructor. Grades not yet posted on 
the board will not be represented below. CompetitionInstructor Date Posted H ~ Q ll. (First Year Classes) 
Schlegel Contracts 7/3 
Freeman Property 5/20 
Munger Property 7/10 
Steinfeld Property 6/21 
Kannar Constitutional Law 6/12 
Newhouse Constitutional Law 5/23 
Pitegoff Legal Profession 6/18 
Olsen Research and Writing 8n 
Blum First Amendment 5/30 
Mensch Torts 5/28 (Upper Level Classes) 
Instructor Qass Date Posted 
Atleson Labor Law 
Gruber Bankruptcy Reorg. 
Boyer Natural Resources 
Advanced Legal Research 
Scales-Trent Employment Dis. Lit. 
Berger Evidence Problems 
Zimmerman Financing Small Business 
Neubauer Sales 
Schlegel Writing Law 
Marcus Social Security Law 
Rimar Asylum and Refugee Law 
Engel Products Liability 
Freeman Nature, Ecology + the Law 
Thomas International Business 
Lindgren Statutes 
Goldstein Legal Rights of Handicapped 
Kaplan State and Local Govt. Law 
Pafecki Theory of Law and State 
Welch Int.Protection ofHuman Rights 
Berger Canadian Legal Studies 
Ewing Evidence 
Carr Evidence 
Singleton Criminal Procedure 
Newhouse Collective Bargaining 
Kenyatta Constitutional Law 2 
Sajo Public International Law 
Mugel Estate Planning 
Marcus Family Law 
Joyce Gratutitous Transfers 
DelCotlO Tax 2 
Joyce Tax 2 
Reis Environmental Law 
Disare Wall Street 
Sullivan New York Practice 
Gerstman New York Practice 
Gresens New York Practice 
Bean Intellectual Property 
Moore Land Use Planning 
Dou~herty Trial Technique 
Philhps Securities Regulations 
Buckley Sales/Secured Transactions 
Magavern State and Local Finance 
Reis Property 3 
Kannar Const. Govt. Age-. Nat'l. Sec. 
Kenyatta Civil Rights Strategies 
Ellis Early Am. Consitutional His. 
Albert Constitutional Litigation 
Newhouse School Law 
Newhouse Law and Public Education 
Olsen Judicial Clerkship 
Scales-Trent Selected Issues in Civ. Rts. 
Ewing Psychology and Crim. Law 
Boyer The Great Lakes 
Schwartz Problems in Health Law 
Clinic - Education Law 
Finley Law and Social Change 
Szczygiel Leg ServElderly - Clinic 
Sajo , Com& Int Env Law 
Atleson Law and the Visual Arts 
Pitegoff Com. Eco Dev Clinic 
Seipp Immigration Law Clinic 
DelCotto Corp. Reorg. and Di. 
Hezel Low Income Housing Clinic 
Blum Rule of Law 
Halpern Real Estate Finance 
Zimmerman Small Business Clinic 
Finley Law and Social Change 
5/23 
5/17 
6/19 
5/23
6/11 
5/14 
5/13 
5/13 
7/9 
6/6 
5/13
6/10 
5/14 
7/16
6/6 
6/6 
6/5 
5/13 
5/16 
6/18 
6/13 
5/17 
6/18 
5/20 
6/4 
5/17 
6/13 
6/6
7/9 
6/12 
8/2 
6/17 
5/23 
5/16 
5/13 
5/15 
7/26 
5/13 
5/16
6/6
6/6 
5/30 
7/30 
6/13 
5/15 
5/14 
7/10
7/10 
5/20 
5/13
6/11 
5/171n 
6/18 
5/13 
8/22 
5/13 
6/4 
6/5 
5/13 
5/14 
5/13 
5/14 
5/14 
7/16 
5/13 
5/15 
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guage aimed at crippling them. Judge Wil-
liam Brennan was recently asked what he 
thoughl of hate speech restrictions and he 
felt it was a very scary movement and he 
would strike them down in a second. 
Malcolm and Brennan are hardly evil reac-
tionaries trying to oppress students, they 
simply know that suppressing hate speech is 
a Faustian bargain with very dangerous im-
plications. 
lt is important to note that it is not only the 
dreaded "white straight males" who oppose 
the Faculty Statement. Many students the 
Faculty Statement is supposed to protect 
also oppose it. These students find the very 
notion of a need for a Faculty Statement to 
be paternalistic. Students do not need the 
faculty's assistance when offensive situa-
tions occur. We are not children, we are 
fully capable of utilizing our freedom of 
speech to challenge offensive statements 
made by our peers. If disputes cannot be 
settled through intelligent debate at a law 
school, then it is difficult to see how the 
society at large can solve these problems. 
There are even faculty members who op­
pose the Faculty Statement both on and off 
the record. 
The answer to this controversy is clear, a 
student-faculty committee, which is man­
dated by the Faculty Statement's second 
resolution, must be set up to make minor 
changes to the third paragraph. One solu­
tion would be to change the words "swift, 
open condemnation" to "responsive speech." 
No one can deny that the faculty should be 
able to meet speech they find offensive with 
responsive speech. "Condemnation" is a 
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powerful word with the following defini­
tions listed in Webster's: to find guilty, to 
pronounc.e judgment against, or strong re­
proofor censure. It is time that everyone in 
the UB Law community put their ideologies 
aside, students and faculty/supporter and 
opponent, and work to produce a Faculty 
Statement that the vast majority of students 
and faculty could support. When I was a 
first year direclor of the SBA in April 1990, 
I wenttomeet with DeanFilvaroffaboutthe 
Faculty Stalement and he told me that the 
faculty could nol amend the Faculty Stale­
ment due to the lawsuit, but he recognized 
some of the problems and would be willing 
to address them if the lawsuit was dismissed. 
Well Dean, the lawsuit is now dismissed and 
I hope you are a man of your word! 
by Greg ChestnuJ 
' On behalf of the Jessup Moot Court 
Board, I would like to welcom back all 
Second and Third year law students, as 
well as extend a warm welcome to all 
First years. 
Last week, the Jessup Board proudly 
announced the Fall Moot Court Compe­
tition! Jessup is an international moot 
court competition which hypothetically 
takes place in the International Court of 
Justice located in The Hague, Nether­
lands. It is open to all second and third 
year law students who have an interest in 
enhancing their oral and writing skills. 
You do not have to have taken an inter­
national law class to compete. All the 
materials to write the short brief will be 
provided to you. After submitting a 
brief, you will be coached on how to 
improve your oral and advocacy skills. 
Then the big day will arrive and you will 
orally present your case to a group of 
judges. 
The four best oralists and the four best 
brief writers will be chosen for the re­
gional team. Then early in the Spring 
semester the team will compete in the 
regional competition. Last year's team 
went to Milwaukee and came back with 
prestigious oral awards. Who knows, 
maybe this year the competition will be 
held in sunny Cancun? 
So what do you think? If you're inter­
ested purchase the informational pack­
ets from the Law School Mimeo Book­
store on 9/3 to 9/5. You have plenty of 
time to write the short brief which is due 
on 9/20. After the practice rounds, the 
competition will be held from 10/1 to 10/ 
3 with each competitor scheduled to 
argue once. 
The competition truly is a rewarding 
experience. You will improve your oral 
advocacy and writing skills, as well as 
have a moot court competition under 
your belt. Best of all, having competed 
in a Jessup competition can boost your 
resume for the fall interview season (em­
ployers eat it up!). 
If you have any questions, please con­
tact Karin Stamy (Box 534)orGay Kang 
(Box427). 
I Good luck to all the Mooters! 
THE CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE and THE GOLD GROUP 
OF THE U.B. LAW ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION (Graduates of the Last 
Decade) 
--present--
GETTING YOUR FOOT IN THE 
DOOR: 
High Yield Solutions for Obtaining 
Legal Employment 
4:00p.m. 
September 11, 1991 
Room 109 
John Lord O'Brian Hall 
Featuring: 
Douglas W. Dimitroff, 
Philips, Lytle, Hitchcock, Blaine and .., 
Huber 
"Assessing the Market: Outlook for 
Legal Employment in the 1990s" 
Michael J. Biehler, 
Jaekle, Fleischmann & Mugel 
"Successful Strategics" 
William C. Altrcutcr, 
Saperston & Day, P.C. 
"ConLrasting Approaches to the Buffalo 
and New York Markets" 
***WATCH FOR FUTURE PRESEN­
TATIONS*** 
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The following article was found in the 
desk drawer of the Italian Loafer. The 
Opinion feels that in the spirit of true 
journalism, as characterized by The 
Loafer's credo and the fact that he was 
still under contract to us, there is no 
option but to publish this last article 
posthumorously. 
I met with a man who had no conviction. 
People don't realize the difference between 
being convicted and having conviction, 
between being committed and having 
commitment, between being an organism 
and having an orgasm. Well, maybe they 
understand some of that stuff. In ~y case, 
I get paid to teach them the difference. That 
meeting with Cardin Maglie was no 
exception. 
The Gamble and Garn bol was a gin joint in 
the seedy section ofdowntown,justa stone's 
throw from my own office. Shorter if you 
take the fire escape. That's where my pal 
Cardin arranged for a meeting. It had the 
reputation for creating business for the 
hospitals, dentists and the city morgue. But 
enough about the food. There was a tough 
crowd that liked to intimidate anybody who 
didn't come riding into the parking lot on a 
1400 cc Harley-Davidson. I arrived at the 
G&G to find a parking lot crammed with 
hogs and a lone Yugo which was sprawled 
on its roof in a far corner of the lot. I prayed 
that it didn't belong to Cardin. Dead clients 
rarely make good on bills. 
I did a gut check and entered the gin joint 
half ready to fight and halfready to run. My 
fears were well founded and I gave a second 
thought to the whole God thing: Cardin was 
inside playing the piano, with his head. 
Actually three goons had him in death grips 
as they played one of Chopin's Piano 
Concerto's on the wheezy upright piano that 
provided the only music in the place. The 
karioki burned out when the Black Death 
Motor Cycle and Folk Singer Club passed 
through town on their Pete Seeger revival 
tour. Striking visual show. 
After a second beer and the second 
movementof the pianoconcertolputa fiver 
in the tip jar on the piano and they dropped 
Cardin like he was a bar of soap. I helped 
him up and handed him a tonic water and 
lime. 
"Where am I?" he asked as he rubbed his 
providentially thick skull. 
I told him he was between movements and 
that unless he wanted to be subjected to a 
command performance he'd better 
accompany me out the door. 
So we went. 
We took my slowly dying auto to the 
Calumet and I asked Lou The Bartender for 
a tall one. 
"There was a blonde in here not too long 
ago, Loafer. But you wouldn't have had a 
chance with her," he replied as he placed a 
glass of ice water on the bar. 
· I corrected him. 
"Oh, a tall drink. Right away, pal," he 
eased off the bar and got me an iced tea. 
Cardin was gulping at the water. · 
I asked Cardin to give me the situation. 
Why did he need me? 
"There are some people who don't think I 
know what I'm doing. People who are 
putting pressure on me to commit myself," 
his voice trailed offand he slumped forward 
ontothe bar. 
I had seen the same look so often in other 
people's faces. He was confused, scared and 
needed help. I knew what to do. 
"What do you mean do I have any cash?" 
he responded hotly. 
That always wakes them up. It also tells 
me if they have any money to pay me. It's a 
fact that can't be overlooked. I repeated my 
question but Lou motioned to me. A hot tip. 
"Your tab is four months overdue. Pay up 
or I got to beat up on you," Lou said with a 
frown . I knew he wouldn't want to hit me, 
but he had a job to do. 
There are some moments when reality 
comes in too fast and the mind shuts down, 
making everything move in slow motion. 
All the details get etched in your mind as 
though a mad engraver were forcing you to 
commit all thatinfonnation to memory even 
though you wish you hadn't lived through it 
in the first place. When Cardin shot himself 
in the head at the bar, I had one of those 
moments. 
What caused him to commmit himself to 
such a senseless cause? I can't even begin to 
understand. 
Lou called the police and I grabbed a few 
bucks from the now dead Cardin Maglie to 
pay off the very alive and large Lou the 
Bartender. In the swarm of activity that 
followed I was grilled like a burger and serv 
ed up to the chief inspector who wnated to 
hear my side of the story. I told him I hadn't 
had enough time to make up my side of the 
story. 
Sitting in a hardback wooden chair can be 
good on the posture but when hot floodlights 
are added it becomes a taxing propostion. 
However, my landlord still couldn't sweat 
any money outofme. What he was doing at 
the police station I'll never know. I was 
dropped off after a couple of hours, left to 
sort my own way through the miasma ofpop 
psychology I was familiar with to find an 
explanation for what had transpired from 
the time I had first talked to Cardin and the 
time he had said goodbye in his poignant 
and eloquent manner. It didn't quite add up. 
Hedidn'tcareaboutanybody but himself, he 
didn't do anything that couldn't be found on 
his resume within three hours ofcompletion, 
and he always billed out at maximum rates. 
He sure had things in order in his life. 
In the end my pop psychology that I had 
gleaned from endless cocktail parties told 
me that Cardin Maglie was on a self 
destructive path that evinced itself in 
technicolor in a bar in downtown Buffalo. I 
think his family has already sold the movie 
rights, wouldn't Cardin be proud of them? 
I guess I'll have to bust my tail trying to 
figure out this whole thing, clear my name 
and pay the rent within the next six column 
inches. After three hours on the phone and 
a twenty-five dollar conversation with his 
ex-girlfriend I found that Cardin had gone to 
the Lion's Club and tried to get a organ 
donated. A call to the Lion's gave me the 
key. 
"Yeah, I remember Cardin," replied the 
husky voice on the phone. 
I asked what kind of organ he had asked 
to donate. 
"He wasn't donating, he wanted to make a 
withdrawal. Pretty-queer, not even an organ. 
He wanted to have a backbone implant," the 
husky voice gave a couple ofshort chuckles 
before I could hang up the phone. 
Looks like Cardin found some backbone 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. A last 
ditch effort at asserting atenuous existence. 
I tried not to think about it as I filled out a 
drop-add slip. Morbid thoughts naturally 
seem to accompany the whole registration 
process, but combine them with ones about 
self-destruction and you have a very unstable 
combination. After about an hour of trying 
to keep my Thursdays and Fridays freee I 
decided I might have to do something drastic 
and go below full-time status. My scholastic 
committment has never been pristine. 
A phone call from a friend gave mea smile. 
She had bought as house in New England 
and was opening a bed and breakfast, never 
agin to study law. All night friends called 
and told me what they were doing, one even 
mentioned she was going to Disneyworld. I 
smiled with all of them. 
Maybe I'll head to Letchworth State park 
and watch the leaves change color. It's only 
five weeks of school and I can catch up 
easily enough. 
(;t llDELINES AND PROCEDURES 
I) The mandatory student fee is payable by 
all enrolled students at SUNYAB Law 
School. It is the policy of the Student Bar 
Association to grant waivers to those stu­
dcnL, who can demonstrate that payment of 
the fee will create undue financial harship. 
Applications will be reviewed on an indi­
vidual hasis. There is no minimum or maxi­
mum number of waivers which will be 
~rantetl. 
2) The guidelines for granting a fee waiver 
arc (united to extreme financial hardship. 
Applicants arc urged to stress those unique 
financial problems which distinguish them 
from the problems experienced by the typi­
cal law student. 
3) Applications will be reviewed by teh 
Finance Committee and the SBA Executive 
Board. Appeals from the SBA decision will 
be heard by two SBA representatives and 
D_r. James Gruber, Director of Student Af­
fairs. In the event you are denied a waiver 
and wish to appeal, you will be given the 
appropriate procedural details. 
4) Applicants are requested to complete the 
fonns and which must be turned into the 
SBA office (101 O'Brian Hall) no later than 
October 4th . Please place your application 
in a sealed envelope, as all applications will 
be held in confidence. 
5) Waivers will be granted if the student is 
eligible for financial aid loans or grants for 
education and is unable to pay the fee with­
out incurring a debt that would hinder fur­
ther study. In other words, the ratio of 
income v. expenses will be considered in the 
determination of financial hardship. 
6) No student will be granted a fee waiveron 
the basis of non-participation in any SBA 
sponsored activity, program or event. 
7) No expense for a car shall be considered 
legitimate unless the car is necessary for 
transportation to and from work or school. 
8) No fee waiver shall be granted on the 
basis of undue financial hardship unless the 
student has made an application to the Of­
fice of Financial Aid for assistance. 
9) Please type or print neatly. Special 
attention will be paid to question #11 : 
"reasons for waiver request." You may 
attach additional sheets if you wish in order 
to answer any of the questions. Please be 
sure to number them accordingly. 
N.B.: All applicants mustmakesurethatall 
infonnation is complete and accurate and if 
requested, must bring copies of the appro­
priatedocuments to substantaite their claim. 
Failure to fill in any section of the applica­
tion or intentionally false infonnation will 
automatically disqualify the application. 
SBA NEWS 
and how w. react to the current one will 
certainly inl1L ;nee later decisions. 
WHERE WE ARE NOW: 
Today and ,omorrow , Tuesday and 
Wednesday 9/3" ' 9/4 SBA Class Director 
Elecuons will be lie Id from 9 am to 4 pm in 
front of the library Nine candidates are 
seeking election for th1. -i rst year seats, three 
second years and two firs t years. Six seats 
arc open to each class so obviously write in 
candidates will be accepted. 
SBA can truly be effective but only if we 
have a Board of Directors. As president I 
would like to urge all the student groups to 
consider that SBA votes on your budget 
each year and that it is in your best interest 
to have members of your group on the SBA. 
Students might consider that if you have 
specific gripes concerning aspects of this 
school SBA is one avenue to begin to ad­
dress those gripes . Anyway , Good Luck to 
the announccd(and unannounced candidates) 
and I ask all to vote and make your voice 
heard. 
WHERE WE WILL BE: 
The First SBA Meeting of the year will be 
held September 5 1991 at 5:15 pm in room 
109. All are invited but please be warned 
that it will largely be an orientation meeting 
of the class directors. Business will be 
conducted beginning September 12, 1991 at 
5: I 5 pm in room I 09 and each Thursday 
hereafter at 5 : 15 pm in room 109. See the 
~la.~s case outside the SBA office for the 
nccting times, agenda and minutes. 
continued from page l 
Committee appointments will be an-
-nounced September 16, 1991. Interviews 
will be September 11 and 12. Asa reminder 
to those who applied please sign up for an 
interview spot on the SBA door by Thurs­
day, September 5, 19914 pm. 
Mandatory Student Fee Waiver Forms are 
available on the SBA door. The announced 
cutoff date to apply is September 13, 1991. 
Please put the filled out form in a sealed 
envelope and slide under the SBA door, 
room 101 O'Brien. If you have any ques­
tions please see an Executive Board Mem­
ber, our names and box numbers are posted 
in the mailroom and outside the SBA office 
in the glass case. 
All third years are asked to consider who 
they would like to be their commencement 
speaker. Names, how that person can be 
reached, whether you have a personal con­
tact wilh tn~person and a short statement 
explaining why you believe that he/she 
should be thecommencementspeakershould 
be turned into the SBA office by 4 pm 
September 13, 1991. 
Finally, groups are encouraged to use the 
bulletin board in the mail room to announce 
meetings, events etc .. SBA will be updating 
it every two week. Look also for an SBA 
event September 19, 1991 to be organized 
by theSocialCommitteeoftheSBA. Good 
luck to all candidates and to all students. I 
and the SBA look forward to working with 
and for you. 
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What: Asian American Law Student Association Potluck Dinner. What: Law Students For Corporate Accountability Meeting. 
When: Tuesday, September 3, 1991, at 6:00 - 9:00 pm. When: Monday, September 16, at 5:00 pm. 
Where: Professor Engel's House, 220 Ruskin Road, Snyder NY. Where: First Floor Lounge, O'Brian Hall. 
Lowdown: All are welcome! You must bring a dish to pass. If 
Lransportation is required, contact AALSA. 
What: Distinguished Speaker Series at UB Presents Peter Arnett. 
What: Organizational Meeting for Womens' Legal Magazine When: Wednesday,September25, 1991 at8:00pm. 
When: Tuesday, September 3, 1991, at 5:00pm. Where: Alumni Arena, Amherst Campus. 
Where: 1st Floor Lounge, O'Brian Hall Lowdown: The CNN correspondent and Pulitzer Prize winner who spent ten days 
Lowdown: Magazine will include legal analysis, commentary, art, poetry, behind enemy lines during the Persian Gulf War is coming to UB to 
and a movie review column. Please attend our general interest relate his experiences. 
meeting. 
What: "Can Teachers Change?: T.le Buffalo African-American Curriculum 
What: Association of Women Law Students (AWLS Infusion Project." 
When: Wednesday, September 4, 1991, at4:00 pm. When: Thursday, September 26, 1991, at 7:00 pm. 
Where: 1st Floor Lounge Where: Room 17, Baldy Hall, Amherst Campus 
Lowdowll: Elections for 1991-92 Steering Committee. Refreshments. Lowdowll: Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa has been involved in the development of the 
All Welcome! Project and has researched independent African-American education." 
What: Graduate Gay and Lesbian Alliance Meeting 
When: Thursday, September 5, 1991, at 7:00 pm. What: Linda Y alem Memorial Run 
Where: 207 Talbert Hall, O'Brian Hall. When: Sunday; September 29, 1991 
Where: To Be Announced. 
What: "Education and Poverty in Africa" Lowdown: For more details, check with 543 Capen Hall. 
When: Thursday, September 12, 1991, at 7:00 pm. 
Where: Room 17, Baldy Hall, Amherst Campus What: "Developing Educational Leadership." 
Lowdown: Dr. Lynn Ilon has recently returned from a consultancy When: Thursday, October 10, 1991, at 7:00 pm. 
in Africa and has taught and done research at the Where: Room 17, Baldy Hall, Amherst Campus 
University ofZimbabwe. Lowdown: Speaker Dr. Stephen Jacobson has been working with a research 
group on this topic. 
What: UB Fall Fest 1991 
When: Saturday, September 14, 199 l. 
Where: Baird Point, Amherst Campus, (rain location - Alumni Arena.) 
Lowdown: This year's festivities will include great music, fireworks and a 
beer tent. The Student Association will be providing extended 
bus services for the event. Musicians rumored to be appearing 
include Big.Audio Dynamite and Jimmy Cliff. 
The Loafer, in his better moments: still alive. 
Loafer Killed: Lived and Died by the Pen 
On September 1, 1991 at4pm The Italian 
Loafer was found dead in his office in down­
town Buffalo. A client stumbled into the 
office for a meeting with the sleuth and was 
greeted by the grisly scene of the private 
detective slumped over his desk with a 
Montblanc fountain pen wedged between 
his ribs. "At least he died tastefully," re­
marked his secretary, Sue Generis. 
Various police forces have expressed Ii ttle 
or no interest in discovering what circum­
stances surrounded the loss of the famed 
investigator's life. An ex-Buffalo Police 
official, who spoke on condition of ano­
nymity, stated that pressures from the law 
school and City Hall kept any efforts at 
investigation in limbo. 
Rumors have already surfaced that the 
Loafer, as he was known to his clients and 
friends, was murdered by a client upset over 
the publication of his problems in certain 
local newpapers. Others point to an overdue 
library book dating back to the Loafer's 
undergraduate days at SUNY-Buffalo. The 
Librarians at SUNY-Buffato meet any at­
tempt to discuss the possible connection 
with a harsh "SHHHH" followed by closing 
the library early. 
The community has been deeply affected 
by this Lragic tum of events. Mirroring the 
emotions ofmany students, Michael Moore 
expressed his concern, "Was the fountain 
pen damaged?" Other students have de­
cided to drop a class in a symbolic gesture of 
unity: "There's nothing on this schedule I 
liked anyway," said Dave Guertsen as he 
wiped a manly tear from his eye. 
The pen has been placed in evidence and 
has already been given~ place on display at 
the Italian Loafer Memorial Library and 
Diner. "Actually, it's just a facade of a 
library. The benches and vending machines 
recreate where he did most of his work. 
Lord knows that Loafer never went inside a 
library in his life," explained Profe.ssorCarr, 
curator at the Memorial Library which will 
be open one day a week. "The schedule 
symbolically represents the amount of 
classes that the Loafer actually attended per 
week in any given semester," explained 
Carr. · 
The Opinion is offering a reward for de­
tailed information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the person responsible for the 
death of the Italian Loafer. Both elements 
are necessary before payment of the reward 
will be tendered. The term "detailed" shall 
be determined by a panel hopefully consist­
ing of reputable individuals. 
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